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RO's angle

| am writing this in the second week of the New Year. | look outside and again it is raining.
Although it is still very mild for the time of year, and has been all winter so far, except for a very
short period. The wind is also quite strolgldy and is putting a fair old chop on the lake at the
back of my house.

Over the past couple of months | have spoken to many pike anglers and it seems that all are
struggling this year, everybody is blaming the weather. | am sure that this wintericulpgrthe

food fish are scattered far and wide, not shoaled up in the deeper areas and consequently the pike
are also scattered far and wide. In addition the pike are under more pressure due to the weather, the
very cold weather normally keeps the "nazidiat home. (So perhapst adbgeod job that no one is
catching).

| had been hoping to put in a bit more time on my piking this winter, but so far that is not to be. The
Thames is up high and pushing through, and each day we seem to have more raitharitieyit

fines down the pike will probably be thinking about spawning and not interested in feeding until
they have finished.

In mid December we ran a junior teaichat Brooklands Lake. It was poorly attended, but those
who did turn up enjoyed theniges, even though only one pike was caught right at the last
knockings and a very sad looking fish it was too.

The wheels are in motion to organise speakers etc. for the coming meetings. Unfortunately we may
have a problem in this direction, as Marcore&3ey are shutting down and moving away. This has

put the future of the club in the balance and at present we may have to look for a new venue after
March. If you have any sensible suggestions for a new venue, please let me know.

Dave Fish
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Oregon Catch Return
By Andy Longfellow

Andy is a friend and fellow piker who used to fish withRégion. This article first appeared on the
Internet pages of UKFW. Ourdhks to Andy and UKFW for allowing us to reproduce it here.

I've recently returned from a week in Oregon and thought you might be interested in my catch
return for two days Sturgeon fishing.

Previous close season international forays have taken me lan#idirance and the US, all of
which I've thoroughly enjoyed but nothing could have prepared me for my first encounter with
Acipenser Transmontanus (White Sturgeon). This was a trip | could not expect to undertake safely
without the help of an expert, pesfsional guide. | was given the name of Mike Lombard of Sandy,
Oregon and, following a brief phone call decided to bite the financial bullet and secure his services
for two days- as things turned oultt couldn't physically handle any more anyway.......

Day 11 Chilly, overcast with lightrizzle - pick up from the hotel was 0500 and we eventually left
the dock at about 6:00 am. | was fishing with another hopeful called Matt and | suppose it was an
hour after arriving at théd s p ot onyotod @n ugl§i 8k) nodded in the direction of a sturgeon






