
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RO's Lines 

 

Well, here we go with another pike season. At least its the start of another season for the 

traditionalists. Although I have fished for (and caught) a few pike during the summer months, it was 

very much an after thought rather than a dedicated outing. But now as the weather turns colder and 

the days start to shorten it is time to get out the pike gear.  

 

So where will you be fishing this winter? There are new opportunities for all of us. Through Steve 

and Dave's efforts, Walton PAC members have the opportunity to fish the Fen-is Meadow trout 

fishery. Perhaps by the time you read this there will be some stories to tell. Thanks must also go to 

Darren and Tony Stone for their efforts in putting together a varied and interesting list of venues for 

Region Fish-Ins. 

 

At that point I had stopped writing and am now continuing after the debacles of the Grand Union 

and Wilstone Reservoir fish-ins. Only Tony and I turned up for the former and only Darren and 

Tony for the latter. So I have to ask all of you, 'Why if you didn't rate these venues, did none of you 

open your mouths and say something?' Obviously you don't have to attend these trips but if you are 

not interested in Fish-ins let us know and we won't waste any more time arranging them. 

 We are now well into the autumn series of meetings and have had two superb speakers in the shape 

of Barrie Rickards and Dennis Moules. 

 

Unfortunately Bill Palmer will not be at the December meeting due to personal circumstances but 

hopefully he will be able to visit us sometime in the New Year. I also know that one of our own 

members is planning a talk and slide show for the New Year. It is important that we build upon this 

purple patch of presentations, so if you know of someone who would/could give an interesting talk 

let Dave or I know and we will try to book them.  

 

Neil 
 

 

Doing the Derg, Part I  
 

Some people in the region may remember a small (but perfectly formed) friend that used to attend 

meetings and functions with Brian and I some ten or so years back. His name was Tony óStumpyô 

Smith and he was a major part of óFishing with the Familyô, as we call our piking adventures (trust 

me - you donôt have time to watch the 

video). He was also co-author of óBank side 

cooking with Thommo and Smiffyô which 

features in an edition of óDrop Backô from 

way back when. This is well worth looking 

up as it has the recipe for Uncle Benôs three-

minute rice! Sad to say Tony was diagnosed 

as terminally ill in the summer of 1997 and 

was only given nine months to live. In 

typical style he made it to February 1999 

and in the time in between we played lots of 

cricket, toyed with sports cars, drunk a lot 

but more importantly fished whenever he 

was up to it. This included a damp but 

hilarious week long boat trip to the Broads in which the nature reserve hosted one of the finest Guy 

Fawkes displays in the country that night of the 5
th
. November 1997. It also included a very special 

trip to Lough Derg in Ireland. 


